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Letters to the Editors 





Dislikes Charge of Communist Line 





Hoover Comment 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

After reading the report of J. Edgar 
Hoover’s warning of Communist infiltra- 
tion among ministers (OvuTLOOK, Nov. 26), 
I felt a reply forthcoming. However in 
reading I find your editorial, “Ministers 
and Communists,” speaking to the very 
point I was going to make. 

Christians do have something to say 
about capital punishment, whatever else 
may be the issue. 

Thanks for your convincing editorial. 

CHARLES F. SCHWARTZ. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“Well Covered” 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Please send me two copies of your 
special issue on the Ordination of Women 
for the enclosed 30¢. So far as I recall, 
this is the first time I ever saw assembled 
in one pamphlet the arguments of in- 
fidelity on this topic. 

While the items of the discussion are 
not new it is interesting to have them so 
well covered in one individual booklet. 

It looks to me that old Khruschev and 
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Bulganin would see that your OUTLOOK 
got an abundance of advertising custom- 
ers. It is nothing short of amazing to 
what lengths the love of money and the 
love of popularity will carry men along, 
once the doctrines of Socialism get well 
established in the hearts of those same 
men. 

Another item: it seems strange that 
your editors do not know that when you 
plow a heifer you can’t stop half-way in 
the row and turn around in the field. The 
end of the furrow is inevitable. 

Jas. W. MARSHALL. 
Panama City, Fla. 


NOTE—Mr. Marshall was the instigator 
of the action dealt with by the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Assembly last June when 
it answered an appeal from the Synod of 
Florida, ruling that women may speak in 
the church courts. Mr. Marshall’s prac- 
tice has been to walk out of the synod 
meeting when women present their re- 
ports and to protest the action. 


“Always the Right Thing” 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 
It seems that I have been extremely 


Send Presbyterian Outlook 
Gift Subscriptions 
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busy lately and have gotten somewhat be- 
hind in my correspondence. However, I 
want to commend you in one respect in 
which you seem to be infallible, and that 
is that you can always be depended upon 
to say and do the right thing at the wrong 
time. Keep up the good work. 

With every good wish for a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Pau D. HAsTINGs. 

Reidsville, N. C. 


These Like it Better 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I am delighted with the carefully se- 
lected and comprehensive content of the 
reprint on the Ordination of Women as 
officers. ... 

Epwarp G. LILty, 
Harthville, S. C. 


NOTE—Dr. Lilly was chairman of the 
Assembly’s committee making the study 
and report. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

You have rendered a signal service by 
producing the special issue on the Or- 
dination of Women. . . . Thank you for 
your good work. 

O. G. Henry. 
Jackson, Tenn. 


Others are saying it like this: 
‘Send us 100 copies’’—Raleigh, N. C. 


50, Charleston, 25, Mobile, Ala. 

W. Va. 25, Branson, Mo. 
50, Birmingham, Ala. 25, San Antonio, 
50, Dallas, Texas Texas 


50, Harrisonburg, 50, San Angelo, 
Va. Texas 
50, Houston, Texas 25, Cleburne, Texas 
25, Houston, Texas 100, Red Springs, 
25, Sanford, Fla. N. C. 
25, Jackson, Mo. 50, Sinks Grove, 
25, Huntington, W. Va. 
W. Va. 50, Big Stone Gap, 
25, Walterbcro, S. C. Va. 
50, Hartsville, S. C. 100, Cartersville, 
25, Rock Hill, S. C. Ga. 
50, Woodruff, S. C. 25, Miami, Fla. 
25, Hamlet, N. C. 50, Andrews, Texas 
100, Taft, Texas 50, Belmont, N. C. 
100, Richmond, Va. 50, Dallas, Texas 
25, Falls Church, Va. etc., etc. 
PRICE: 10 for $1 (minimum); 25 for $2; 
50 for $3.50; $6 per 100. 





RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 





WANTED 


WANTED: COMBINATION Organist—Di- 

rector of Religious Education. No sec- 
retarial work. Church membership 460, 
in city of 18,000 population, write “In- 
terested” in care of Presbyterian Outlook, 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 





EDITOR OF THE OUTLOOK, Applications 

are invited for the position of Editor of 
the Outlook, the official organ of the Pres- 
byterian Church of New Zealand. Copies 
of a memorandum setting out the duties 
and the terms of the appointment may be 
secured by writing to the office of The 
Presbyterian Outlook, 1 N. Sixth Street, 
Richmond 19, Va. The salary offered to a 
minister is that governing an Assembly 
appointment; to a layman or woman, ac- 
cording to experience and qualifications 
with a minimum of 1275 pounds. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Tel- 
ephone 86-1371; night 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Binghampton, N. Y., Pastor 
To Be McCormick President 


Arthur R. McKay, pastor of the First 
church, Binghampton, N. Y., has been 
named president of McCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary of Chicago. Dr. Mc- 
Kay, who is 38 years old, will succeed 
Robert Worth Frank, whose retirement 
became effective last September. 


Dead Sea Scroll Fragments 
Are Bought at $6,000 Cost 


CuiIcaco (RNS)—McCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary here has purchased 
nine Dead Sea Scroll fragments for 
$6,000. 

The funds were provided by C. F. 
Rehnborg, president of the Nutrilite 
Foundation, Buena Park, Calif., and his 
wife. 

Floyd V. Filson, the seminary’s acting 
president, said the purchase was made 
from Bedouins through the agency of the 
Jordan Government. The manuscripts 
were found by tribesmen in Cave IV, 
Qumran, on the northwestern edge of the 
Dead Sea. 

The manuscripts will remain in the 
Palestine Archeological Museum for 
study and editing and be released to the 
seminary after publication. 

Frank M. Cross, Jr., associate profes- 
sor of Old Testament at the seminary, is 
a member of the international, interde- 
nominational theological staff editing the 
scrolls. 

Eight of the manuscripts are written 
on leather. They include a manuscript 
of Jeremiah, dating probably from the 
end of the Second Century, B.C., the only 
known Hebrew manuscript representing 
the shorter text used by the translators 
of the ancient Greek version of Jeremiah. 

There are two manuscripts from the 
Book of Daniel. The oldest, extremely 
fragmentary, dates from the close of the 
Second Century, B.C., and probably was 
written not much more than 50 years 
after the original work. 

A manuscript of Ecclesiastes dates from 
around 150 B.C. 

The other leather documents are non- 
Biblical, sectarian manuscripts identi- 
fied by Dr. Cross as a paraphrase of 
Genesis, an Essene liturgy, a hymnic 
work, and a wisdom writing. 

In addition to the leather documents, 
there is a papyrus scroll containing part 
of a previously unknown apocalyptic 
work resembling the Book of Daniel in 
type. 


Proffitt Says Overseas 
Need Is Right Leadership 


The Presbyterian, USA, Assembly’s 
Moderator has returned from a five-week 
tour of Asia, Europe, Africa and South 
America convinced that the church, in 
its overseas work, is faced with a “‘lead- 
ership crisis.” 

David W. Proffitt, Maryville, Tenn., 
merchant and the 1956 Moderator, puts 
it this way: “If we don’t provide the 
right leadership, someone else will.” 

Particularly acute, he feels, is the need 
for Christian technical advisers. 

“People everywhere feel that life holds 
better things for them and are eager to 
have Christian direction,” he said. ‘At 
no time in history has the church had a 
greater opportunity than it has today.” 

On their tour, Dr. and Mrs. Proffitt 
said they found, in every country visited, 
people craving love and understanding, 
not money. 

The most critical need, he said, is for 
more Christian educators, doctors, agri- 
culturists, builders and sanitation special- 
ists to help people in their search for 
better living conditions. 

More scholarships, he said, are also 
needed for selected Christians of other 
countries to enable them to have advanced 
training in the United States. Leaders 
who have had such training, he said, are 
held in high esteem by their countrymen 
and are serving effectively. 

Better Crops 

There are fewer signs of malnutrition 
in India than he saw on his trip over- 
seas five years ago, he said. This is 
because of good crops. 

Everywhere, he said, he was welcomed 
enthusiastically. In Jullundur, Punjab, 
India, he was greeted by 65 pastors, each 
bearing a lei. 

In West Africa Dr. Proffitt presented 
a communion chalice to Matthas Meye, 
who was named by him as Vice-Modera- 
tor at the Philadelphia General Assem- 
bly in May of this year. Mr. Meye, an 
African professor in Dager Theological 
Seminary, French Cameroun, is the first 
person from an overseas church to hold 
the Vice-Moderatorship. 

Dr. Proffitt wants more laymen to have 
the same opportunity he did overseas. 
Says he: “If we could send laymen 
overeseas, they would have their eyes 
opened. The average American has no 
conception of the sacrificial service of 
our missionaries and fraternal workers 
in serving Christ overseas.” 


Caring for the Refugees 
$2 Million Relief Appeal 


Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
churches in America are launching an 
immediate appeal for $2,000,000 for re- 
lief for refugees from Hungary and east- 
ern Europe. This will be channeled 
for the most part through regular de- 
nominational relief programs. 





Family Adoption 

A letter went last week from the Greer, 
S. C., church to Pierce J. Gerety, Deputy 
Administrator of the Refugee Relief Pro- 
gram (Department of State, Washington, 
D. C.) offering assurances for a Hun- 
garian family. Specific mention was 
made of the desire for a family of the 
Magyar Reformed Church—the Presby- 
terian church of Hungary. 


Georgia Council 


The Georgia Council of Churches is 
offering its service as a clearing house 
for the relocation of Hungarian refugees 
in that area. It will cooperate with 
Church World Service. Edward Dris- 
coll, executive director, reported a great 
interest on the part of churches and in- 
dividuals in sponsoring refugees. 


Davidson Project 

Davidson College students have desig- 
nated their 1956 Christmas Fund Project 
as adoption of a Hungarian refugee fam- 
ily. Students and townspeople are joining 
in raising the funds and meeting other re- 
quirements: (1) transportation from 
New Jersey, (2) assurance that a home 
has been made available; and (3) a job 
for the wage earner. 


N. Z. Presbyterians 
Involved in Union 


AUCKLAND, N. Z. (RNS)—Members of 
four New Zealand Protestant denomina- 
tions will vote next June on the question 
of union. The vote will be on principle 
only. 

Involved in the referendum will be the 
Methodist, Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional Churches and the Associated 
Churches of Christ. 

In a venture unique in New Zealand 
ecclesiastical history, the Presbyterian, 
Methodist and Congregational Churches 
recently held their annual conferences 
simultaneously here as a demonstration 
of their desire for unity. 

Several combined services were held 
and representatives of the three confer- 
ences met together to discuss not only 








union questions but their attitude toward 
recent critical international events. 

Meanwhile, the Church of England in 
New Zealand also is taking a growing 
interest in the possibilities of union with 
other bodies. It had observers at some 
of the union discussions. 

Methodist-Presbyterian discussions on 
union have been going on in New Zealand 
since 1930. 

In 1948 a vote was taken on a detailed 
plan for a union of the Methodist, Con- 
gregational and Presbyterian Churches. 
It was favored in each denomination by 
about 60 per cent of those voting. How- 
ever, this majority was not considered 
sufficient for ratification. 

The three churches have nevertheless 
continued to pursue the objective of 


union. They now have been joined in 
this by the Associated Churches of 
Christ. 


Stay at Home Canvass 


Union, S. C. (RNsS)—AIl the pews at 
First Presbyterian church here were 
empty on a recent Sunday at the express 
request of its pastor, Benson Sloan. But 
he nevertheless conducted his regular full 
service of worship. 

Purpose of the unusual procedure was 
to help the church officers in their annual 
“Radio Canvass.” 

Immediately after the close of Sunday 
school all the congregation was sent home. 
The families gathered about their radios 
and heard the morning service broadcast 
over Station WBCU. 

While the service was being aired, 
officers of the congregation called at each 
home to receive pledges for the church’s 
work in the coming year and also to re- 
ceive the current week’s offering. 

This was the Radio Canvass’ fourth 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: David L. 
Stitt, president of Austin (Texas) Seminary; 
J. Russell Butcher, Hagerstown, Md., pastor; 
and Fred M. Webber, Hamburg, N. Y., pas- 
tor. 


OLD TESTAMENT INCIDENTS 


Why do we teach some Old Testa- 
ment stories that are not quite so be- 
lievable in this enlightened age? 


Stitt: That is a very good question, 
but I am not sure about its terminology. 
You call this an enlightened age, but 
some believe almost everything from the 
claims of Hadacol to the fantasies of 
astrology and horoscopes. As for those 
Biblical stories, we teach them because 
they are in the Bible and part of it. If 
you are thinking of the miracle stories in 
particular, as I judge you to be, some of 
them are difficult, of course. Their 
terminology and their concepts are not 
the same as ours at all. But those stories 
are not the greatest miracles in the Bible, 
or in reality. Creation itself is a greater 
miracle, as is forgiveness or the moral 
miracle of Jesus Christ and his character. 
The point of the stories is valid, how- 
ever, to show that God never yet forsook 
the soul that needed him and trusted him. 
We are dealing in these stories with the 
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creative God of the Bible who rules over 
his own creation with entire personal free- 
dom. He is not trapped a prisoner in 
the dungeon of one of his own castles, 
nor is his resourcefulness limited. To 
deny the truth of the possibility of these 
stories is to challenge God’s freedom to 
act, or his willingness to act, or his re- 
sourcefulness in his actions. 

ButTcHER: Isn’t it true that these Old 
Testament stories are to be understood 
against the background of the time in 
which they were written? 

Stitt: That’s very true, but even so 
they must be seen against the background 
of a creative God, and it is part of his 
nature, that miracle is a part of his 
nature. 

MopERATOR: I wonder if a lot of 
people, like this questioner, might not 
have had some trouble because they have 
not understood the form in which some 
of the stories have appeared, or they may 
not have been led to see the deep meaning 
that they really ought to get from the 
story or incident. 

WessBeErR: I think that is undoubtedly 
true and I think it is also true that one 
of the major difficulties that we have with 
these stories and other parts of the Scrip- 
tures grows out of the tendency that all 
of us have to take one part of the Bible 
by itself. We should interpret all parts 
of the Bible with reference to all of the 
other parts of the Bible. I think we have 
far less difficulty with many of these 
stories if we think of them as a part of 
the broad sweep of what the Bible has 
to say to us. 

Stitt: Let me say this, that they are 
all intended to convey a truth about God. 
Someone said recently that most people 
are more interested in the credibility of 
the whale and the edibility of Jonah than 
they are in God’s moral judgment which 
is to be found in the Book of Jonah. 


year. The first time it was tried pledges 
were 50 per cent better than in any pre- 
vious year. The greatest surprise of all 
was that the offering was 300 per cent 
bigger than at the usual Sunday morning 
service. The canvass has secured a grow- 
ing number of pledges each year. 


Come to Church Canvass 

While one church was urging its mem- 
bers to stay at home and hear the morning 
service over the radio (see above), an- 
other conducted multiple services in order 
to try to get every member to church. 
Both had the same objective: collecting 
the annual pledges. 

Grace Covenant church, Richmond, 
Va., tried a new plan this year with good 
results. It scheduled five services on its 
dedication Sunday—at 9 and 11 a.m. and 
at 3,5 and 7:30 p.m. The plan followed 
was devised by Angus Powell, a Grace 
Covenant officer. 

Earlier in the week every home in the 
congregation had been telephoned to dis- 
cover which of the five services would be 
more convenient for the family to attend. 
On the following Sunday when pledge 
cards were turned in at the 9:00 service, 
officers began to check the cards against 
the list of those who said they would try 
to attend that service. If no card came 
in at the 9:00 service then the home was 
telephoned with the suggestion that if 
transportation or other assistance was 
needed for a later service the church 
would provide it. 

This check-up and telephone inquiry 
kept up after each service during the day 
with the result that from a membership 
of 1502, church attendance in the five 
services totaled more than 1300. Pledges 
were up approximately 20%. 

Iast year total pledges ran to $126,- 
000. This year, at the close of pledge 
Sunday, they stood at $135,000, going 
later to more than $146,000. 

As in many another church, this was 
a pre-budget canvass, with the budget 
vet to be formulated on the basis of prom- 
ised gifts. William B. Ward is the Grace 
Covenant pastor. 


9t4 Gn Jdea! 


OFFICIALS AND NURSES 

“T have been doing a series of 
‘before’ and ‘after’ services lately. 
Every morning last week I con- 
ducted a short service for govern- 
ment officials before the day’s work 
began, and a service at the local 
hospital for nurses just coming off 
duty at the end of the dav. The 
morning services were a_ race 
against the clock, the evening had 
an air of unhurried leisure, but 
both had a feeling of reality since 
they were set firmly in the context 
of the day’s work.”—PETER Par- 
son in The British Weekly. 
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A Christmas Meditation 


The Festival of Power 


HATEVER else Christmas may 

have done, it has set the church 
to singing. It supplies the three factors 
which Bernard Manning found in the 
great hymns of Charles Wesley: ‘The 
solid structure of historic dogma, the pas- 
sionate thrill of present experience, the 
glory of a mystic sunlight coming directly 
from another world.” 

I doubt if there is any Christmas hymn 
more widely known than that of Nahum 
Tate and Nicholas Brady, “While shep- 
herds watched their flocks by night.” It 
has been described as a word-picture of 
great beauty. Nahum Tate was once 
a poet-laureate; he died in a debtors’ 
prisen. Nicholas Brady was once a royal 
chaplain; he ended his days in poverty. 
Yet these two, bequeathing nothing else, 
left us a legacy which, coming into royal 
home and humble cottage, has spread its 
warm glow across 256 winters. 


Gentle Breeze 


There is no doubt about the glow. Let 
the icy blasts do what they will, yet 
as soon as the Christmas festival comes 
round there steals across the heart a 
gentle breeze as of summer. Wrote Sir 
Walter Scott: 

The wind is chill 

But let it whistle as it will, 

We'll keep our Christmas merry still. 

Stony hearts are softened. The selfish 
people of this world warm to unwonted 
generosity. We feel, as at no other 
season, that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive. 

This is the season of infectious friend- 
liness that gathers all mankind within 
the circle of brotherhood. Listening once 
again to the bells of Bethlehem we feel 
within us a stirring of power like that 
of which Sir Winston Churchill has 
lately written in his eulogy of Alfred 
the Great: 

“A power to rise above the whole force 
of circumstances, to remain unbiased by 
the extremes of victory or defeat, to per- 
servere in the teeth of disaster, to greet 
returning fortune with a cool eye, to have 
faith in men after repeated betrayals.” 

This is the yearly miracle repeated 
amid the winter snows. We may well 
ask why the Christmas message has such 
power. Why, asked an editorial writer 
in The London Times, does Christmas 
survive the shocks of time and circum- 
stances, and pass unscathed through 





DR. LORD has for the past 27 years been 
the minister of London’s well-known Blooms- 
bury (Baptist) Church. Fer about 15 years 
he was also editor of The Baptist Times, one 
of the leading church papers in Great Britain. 
From 1950 to 1955, he served as president 
of the Baptist World Alliance.—Eds. 


DECEMBER 17, 1956 


By F. TOWNLEY LORD 


changes that uproot so much that is fa- 
miliar in the heritage of the past? Let 
another famous journal supply the an- 
swer. Commenting on the words from 
Matthew, “‘Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise,” the late H. Wilson 
Harris writing editorially in The Specta- 
tor gave his view that the essential fact 
is the birth of Christ, not that the birth 
of Christ was on this wise or that wise. 
We may marvel at the angels’ song, the 
shepherds’ awe and wonder, the incom- 
parable poetry of the Magnificat, the 
tender picture of Mary of whom Chester- 
ton wrote: 


The Christ-Child stood on Mary’s knee, 


and Life 


His hair was like a crown, 

And all the flowers looked up at him 

And all the stars looked down. 

But deeper than the romantic, pictorial 
setting of the great event is the fact itself. 
Once, long ago, Jesus was born. For 
a long time now we have nourished our 
strongest hopes on that fact. 


Wells Tribute 


Even the unorthodox can pay tribute 
to this. H.G. Wells concluded his Short 
History of the World with a chronological 
table. He gave us a list of dates, be- 
ginning with far-famed Egypt, Rome, 
Assyria, Persia, he recalled the stalwarts 
of the ancient days, Cyrus, Philip of 
Macedon, Pompey, Caesar Augustus. 
Then came another date: “Birth of Jesus 


Here is a simple way to keep the ties 


of friendship and concern in repair 


Notes at Christmas 
By S. L. MORGAN 


Increasingly I have delighted in 
Christmas as the blossoming time for the 
seeds of friendship and love sown dur- 
ing many years. I feel sure that I have 
kept many friendships intact for years 
by the tiny notes I’ve sent at Christmas 
—many of them on postal cards; for my 
simple greeting cards never hold out. 

My list includes friends cherished 
from boyhood through the years. I want 
them to know that often I’ve thought of 
them, and the greeting is but to assure 
them that the old friendship still holds 
and is valued. Merely to sign my name 
doesn’t say it loud enough. And no in- 
vestment has paid me bigger dividends 
than the tiny notes sent once a year. I 
count the holding of friends almost a 
life-and-death matter, for who can live 
without friends? 


Heart and Hope 

A deeper purpose still will go into 
many of my greetings: to put heart into 
the moral battles I’ve seen friends waging 
through the years, some with tempta- 
tion, doubt, discouragement; with debt, 
sickness, sorrow; with marriages that 
threaten to break; with children going 
wrong. 

Once a year, at Christmas, my notes 
will strive to give a boost to such. Some 
at times have told me, “We have kept a 





DR. MORGAN, an always-welcome contribu- 
tor to these columns, is a retired Baptist 
minister of Wake Forest, N. C. 


file of your notes for years; we read them 
over at times and they give us a boost.” 

I have a wonderful cousin in Kansas. 
Long a school teacher or principal, she 
keeps a list of former students. She 
put her life into them and started them 
toward the good, useful life, and at 
Christmas she sends them each a note— 
200 to 300 of them. Most of them reply 
And many go back, year by year, ofter 
hundreds of miles, to talk over their 
school days and to tell her of how often 
her interest and her ideals have followed 
them into careers she can be proud of 
And it seems to her a rich reward for a 
life spent in helping to make them good 
and great. 


“They Helped Me” 


One select group of my thank-you notes 
will be to those who have gone through 
great sorrow or trial triumphantly. They 
stir my admiration and my gratitude and 
my heart says with a thrill, “Maybe, with 
God’s help, I could do it too, if the worst 
comes !”” 

A score of so in this group will get my 
Christmas notes saying, “Thank you for 
helping me to be brave.” 

For several years the aged and shut-in 
have been my special concern. Many of 
them will get at least a postal card from 
me—those cheap, quick, wonderful mes- 
sengers—a minute and two cents. I beg 
you to try it. Christmas is rich in such 
opportunities. 











of Nazareth: Christian Era begins.” 
Wells preferred, as he said, to keep his- 
tory and theology apart. But you can- 
not keep history apart from anything>. . . 
politics, economics, culture, literature, re- 
ligion. How impossible it is to keep the 
Christmas date in the calendar apart 
from theology! The inspired author of the 
Fourth Gospel felt this so strongly that 
he chose to include in his opening chapter 
this tremendous assertion: “And the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us; and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only-begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” 

Christmas is thus inseparable from 
God. Dwell, if you like, on Mary, as 
the world’s artists have done, depicting 
in Italian, Flemish, German, Spanish 
genius the mother holding her child be- 
fore the world; or on the shepherds whom 
Milton described as “simply chatting in 
a rustic row”; or on the wise men bring- 
ing their gold, frankincense and myrrh, 
their bejewelled robes in colorful contrast 
to the dull tones of the manger. Dwell 
on all these yet your attention is 
inevitably drawn to the central figure; in 
gratitude you learn that the rude manger 
contains God’s greatest gift to the world, 
himself. 

This is the meaning of the Incarna- 
tion. An empire which already knew a 
Jupiter sitting high on Olympus and 
hurling thunderbolts now comes to know 
a Savior whose only gifts are grace, for- 
giveness, peace. Men are to know from 
now on that the greatest fact about our 
world is that God is in it: God with his 
offer of power and life. 

A visitor to the Holy Land might be 
forgiven if he wondered whether even the 
church has always remembered this. Over 
the traditional spot where the birth of 
Christ took place, stands the Church of 
the Holy Nativity. It is approached, 
says Daniel-Rops, “as if it were a for- 
tress.” It has become the battleground 
of warring sects: one-third administered 
by the Armenian Church, another by the 
Greek Church, and the remaining third 
by Franciscan friars on behalf of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Little wonder 
that Jerome: who chose to live in a cell 
nearby, remarked, “It was not among 
gold and silver that our Savior came into 
the world.” If we would understand and 
appreciate what the first Christmas meant 
we are more likely to do it keeping com- 
pany with the shepherds than touring 
sacred sites in the Holy Land. Ecclesias- 
ticism can so easily obscure the glad 
meaning of faith. Here, as always, the 
prizes of religion are for the lowly in 
heart. 


The Challenge Today 

And if the birth of Jesus was challeng- 
ing to the Empire the Romans had built 
up with such skill, it is even more chal- 
lenging to our modern world. We may 
still travel the roads in Europe when 
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Roman engineers laid down with such 
skill, but if today we lift up our eyes 
to the blue skies we behold something 
Roman legionaries never dreamed of... 
winged messengers of death. Early 
Christian writers often contrasted an em- 
pire based on military power with a King- 
dom based on God’s offer of grace, mercy 
anl peace. For us the contrast is even 
more startling. We are required to con- 
trast the blessed reign of God in human 
hearts with a future based on atomic 
destruction. Is it surprising that some 
hear nothing but mockery in the sound 
of the bells of Bethlehem? Vain sound, 
they think remembering how the nations 
now experiment with devastating bombs. 
They feel like Longfellow (and with 
greater reason) when he wrote: 

And in despair I bowed my head. 

“There is no peace on earth,” I said: 

For hate is strong 

And mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, goodwill to men. 

Moods like this are bound to assail us 
as we reflect on the sad plight of the mod- 
ern world. The young people in our 
churches have never known any other 
situation than world tension. All they 
know is that hostility and suspicion pre- 
vail across the continents. A consider- 
able part of their income goes to the con- 
struction of death-dealing devices which 
are so frightening in their menace to hu- 
man happiness. Can it be wondered at 
that a note of cynicism creeps into their 
outlook? Where can they turn? Does 
world statesmanship offer a way out? Is 
our unexampled advance in scientific 
power ushering in a brighter day? Have 
our economists any soothing word to 
offer? 

This mood is understandable enough; 
but it is a mood in which we dare not 
linger. So we do well to recall that 
Longfellow’s sad verse, already quoted, 
was followed by another. He wrote: 


They pealed the bells more loud and 
deep. 


TT al 


10d is not dead, nor doth he sleep! 

The Wrong shall fail, 

The Right prevail, 

With peace on earth, goodwill to men.” 

That, if you like, is a faith; but it is 
a faith by which men can live. 

In a classic passage in his epistle to 
the Romans, Paul brought together two 
ideas which, in our experience, are rarely 
found together. ‘To be carnally minded 
is death,” he wrote, “but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace.” It is this 
last conjunction of ideas that is so chal- 
lenging. “Life and peace”—these two 
words stand for realities not often found 
in partnership. Unhappily we know 
more about life and struggle, life and 
anxiety, life and frustration, life and 
fear. Were the apostle writing in the 
twentieth instead of in the first century 
he would surely find additional argu- 
ments for the contrast he made between 
the carnal and the spiritual mind. Few 
would deny that our age is materially 


minded, economically minded, mechan- 
ically minded. Some would go further 
and declare with Paul Tillich that for 
multitudes death has obliterated the 
meaning and power of life. He writes, 
“Death has become powerful—that is to 
say that the End, the finite, and the lim- 
itations and decay of our being have 
become visible.” 


God's Will Is Life 


Into these gloomy thoughts steals 
again the music from Bethlehem, to re- 
mind us that God’s will is life, his own 
life entering into ours. This is the great- 
est gift mankind ever received, so great 
indeed that Paul could only describe it 
as “unspeakable.” These are the thoughts 
which flood our minds with light and hope 
as we bend before the manger cradle; 
that God has come into a world of weari- 
ness and despair, bringing life and im- 
mortality to light, opening the Kingdom 
of Heaven to all believers. 

Like most ministers I have on the 
shelves of my library an array of books 
in which the theologians of the centuries 
have tried to come to terms with the 
meaning of the Incarnation. The latest 
addition to those volumes lead us, if we 
have patience, into involved discussions 
of what Kierkegaard called the “Divine 
Invaders,” and the mysteries of Existen- 
tialism, and Bultmann’s “demythologi- 
zation” of the New Testament “Proc- 
lamation.” We may not undervalue the 
work of these modern writers, but I find 
myself reflecting that the shepherds of 
whom we read in the Gospels would have 
been hopelessly bewildered by such lan- 
guage. Not least among the attractions 
of the gospel record is the simplicity of 
its language. The profoundest of all 
truths was declared in the simplest of 
settings and in terms which the wayfar- 
ing man can understand. The Christmas 
story bids us leave behind the complex, 
the elaborate, and dwell for a moment 
with a mother whose heart leaps with joy 
as she hears a baby cry; and with shep- 
herds into whose fear and awe came the 
assuring words, “I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.” 


“Let Us Go” 


There can be nothing better for any 
of us—industrialists, statesmen, economic 
planners, ordinary folk going about our 
undistinguished tasks—than to say to 
one another what the shepherds said long 
ago: “Let us now go even unto Bethle- 
hem, and see this thing which is come 
to pass, which the Lord hath made known 
unto us.” 

We shall find ourselves singing with 
heartfelt fervor the lines with which Tate 
and Brady concluded their hymn: 

All glory be to God on high, 

And to the earth be peace; 


Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men 
Begin and never cease. 
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Under the spell of Christmas there 
are dangers that need to be watched 


Turning Emotion into Life 


O NOT separate the birth of Jesus 

from the world into which he was 
born. ‘Too often the loveliness and the 
charm of the manger scene is permitted 
to become a kind of mysterious abstrac- 
tion. The atmosphere of unreality has 
tended to separate it from the world as 
though it didn’t belong in the world. It 
is as though Christ were born to show 
what men are capable of becoming, only 
to have the moment of ecstasy and glad- 
ness withdrawn when the world comes 
crashing into life. 

The very purpose of the incarnation 
was to unite Christ with the world. God 
became man and that Man lived in the 
world! Jesus Christ came not to reject 
the world but to redeem it by immersing 
himself in it. In his great High Priestly 
prayer at the Last Supper he said, “I 
pray not that thou wouldst take them out 
of the world but that thou wouldst keep 
them from evil.” The Redeemer is a 
part of the world he would redeem. 

In fact, the coming of Christ was 
meant to dispel the unreality of religion. 
The Israelites had kept God in their Ark 
and safely hidden in the heart of the 
temple. That temple was sacred and hal- 
lowed ground. But between the temple 
and the world there was no intercourse. 


Two Choices 

When Jesus comes to birth in your life 
you will be faced with two choices. You 
may, desire on the one hand, to withdraw 
from the world and give up whatever in 
your life is unworldly. But, on the other 
hand, you may desire to become more 
deeply immersed in the world than ever 
before. That latter, I think, is Christ’s 
way. 

It was formerly believed that a man 
who decided for Christ would naturally 
give up his old associations and affilia- 
tions and seek out others more compan- 
ionable to his new life. On the contrary! 
No man who finds Christ can justifiably 
scorn the old associations. He will want 
to change them, not ignore them. Christ’s 
own example is sufficient! He immersed 
himself deeply in the lives of his con- 
temporaries. As a matter of fact, Christ 
commanded his followers to become the 
leaven of the lump of society. And what 
good is leaven without a lump? 

The very environment in which Jesus 
was born was, I think, God’s plan to show 
the really close identity his Son would 
have with the world. For Jesus was born, 
not in a palace protected by guards, 
but in an unprotected manger, exposed to 
stable sounds and smells and drafts. We 
cannot separate Christ from the world 
into which he was born. 

MR. FIRTH is pastor of the Valley church, 
Syracuse, New York. 
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By RICHARD W. FIRTH 


Emotional Compartment 

Again, we cannot justifiably keep 
Christ compartmentalized in one side of 
life alone, namely, the emotional. The 
lovely stories of his birth tend to stir 
our feelings only. And for ages this is 
what artists have attempted to do. In 
practically every painting of the Ma- 
donna and Child there are winsome grace 
and intense feeling—but a sense of un- 
reality as though this thing belonged in 
an art gallery and not in life. 

To be sure, artists have enhanced the 
worship of our sanctuaries and _ their 
beauty as well. But they have helped 
bring a note of unreality to the entire mes- 
sage of the Christian church by portray- 
ing the events of Bible times as though 
the entire story were something from the 
never-never-land of fairytales. Charles 
Templeton once wrote that he’d like to 
found a new organization called “The 
Society to Banish Haloes from Religious 
Pictures.” Such a society could help 
people see that the story of Jesus is not 
something removed from the life of in- 
telligence and will and confined to the 
life of feeling and emotion. 


Good for What? 

I quite agree that religion should give 
you uplift, make you feel good and secure 
and happy and integrated. Religion 
should make for mental health and well- 
being. Religion should produce balanced 
personalities. But let me ask this: Re- 
ligion should make you good for what? 

The danger of our religion is that it 
will substitute the thing felt for the thing 
done. The manna in the wilderness grew 
rancid if it was not used on the day it 
was gathered. So does a nourishing emo- 
tion if it is not carried into deed. There 
is a familiar story of the Russian noble- 
woman who went to the theatre. on a 
winter’s night and wept copious tears 
over the fictitious sufferings in the play, 
while her coachman was perishing of real 
cold outside the door. 

You cannot separate the feelings vou 
have about the Christ child from their 
moral, ethical and practical implications. 

This is what distressed the prophets 
of Israel—there was so little relation 
between emotion in religion and religion 
in life. Men, in the days of Amos, had 
divorced religion from ethics, worship 
from work and belief from practice, and 
the prophet risked his life to thunder his 
condemnation against it. And he must 
have died for uttering this word, for we 
don’t hear about Amos after he got up 
in the marketplace in Bethel and de- 


clared, “I hate, I despise your feasts, and 
I take no delight in your solemn assem- 
blies. . . . Take away from me the noise 
of your songs. . . . But let justice roll 
down like waters, and righteousness like 
an everflowing stream.” 


Your Feelings 


What are the feelings you have on 
Christmas Day? Are they not feelings 
of joy and gladness, of great comfort? 
For many people the highest point in the 
singing of Handel’s oratorio, The Mes- 
siah, occurs when the tenor soloist begins 
singing the famous words of Isaiah: 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, says 
our God, speak ye tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, 
that her iniquity is pardoned. 

These are great words and when they 
are sung we know how deeply we need 
them in this kind of world. 

But we need the other side of it too. 
For Christmas holds not only joy, but 
admonition. The truth is that the God 
who rescues is also the God who requires. 
For another of the great Christmas words 
is this: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God.” 
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this great Christ- 
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EDITORIAL 


To Friends at Christmas 


As we come to this season of the year 
we cannot fail to attempt to tell our sub- 
scribers and readers of our deep gratitude 
for their constant encouragement and 
support. We are glad that we have the 
privilege of serving you from week to 
week. We only wish we were able to do it 
better, and we hope that some day we 
may be able to realize some of our am- 
bitions for a better service in the Presby- 
terian family across this nation. 

Meanwhile, let us thank you for your 
help which is returned to us in many 
ways: 

—for your letters for page 
ing or disagreeing with somebody or oth- 














2, agree- 
er; 

and for your personal letters of coun- 
sel and encouragement; 

for news tips and suggestions about 
sources of important happenings that 
may soon occur, 

—for your contribution of articles deal- 
ing with important issues; 

—for your word-of-mouth support of 
OUTLOOK policies and objectives ; 

for your recommendation of our 
paper to your thoughtful friends and 
neighbors; 

—and, as at the Christmas season, for 
your list of gift subscriptions providing 
the paper for some who might not other- 
wise send in their own. 

Most of all, we are grateful for the 
bonds of understanding and _ concern 
that tie us into a stalwart fellowship, 
undergirded by our common faith in 
Christ and our commitment to him. In 
that fellowship we can agree or disagree, 
and we can always seek to understand. 

For the unnumbered and unnumber- 
able mercies that come to us through this 
stimulating fellowship, we are truly 
thankful. 

To all this company—and as far as 
it reaches—we wish for you the most 
enriching Christmas you have ever 
known. 
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A Council Stir 


Last year when the Presbyterian, U.S., 
General Assembly was advised to have its 
Interchurch Relations Committee study 
some of the charges brought against the 
National Council of Churches and report 
in 1957, we pointed to the unfruitful 
procedure which this would entail. The 
Assembly would have settled the ques- 
tion then-and-there if the standing com- 
mittee had so recommended. It will have 
to do so in 1957, but with pains and 
troubles of many needless kinds. 

As was to be expected, the traditional 
and vocal opponents of cooperation in 
the Southern Church have been using 
recent weeks and months to stir up all the 
old fires and to dust off all the old 
charges that have been made by every 
kind of irresponsible and/or fascist group 
in the country. Some of these claims 
(like the old pamphlet, ““How Red Is the 
Federal Council ?’’) were long ago dis- 
credited. 

Now, it seems, we must get ready again, 
with all the patience we can summons, 
to try to explain and reply to some of the 
ridiculous claims that are being stirred 
up and circulated in this attack upon 
Christian leaders in our land. 

Let us hope that next time such an un- 
wise procedure gets by a committee that 
some clear-thinking person on the floor 
of the Assembly will rise to take the 
initiative to have the matter settled then 
and there. 


Baptists in the Spotlight 

Southern Baptists come in for an in- 
teresting bit of attention in Jnformation 
Service for December 1.* Almost all of 
the 4-page issue deals with them in a 
critical appraisal based upon excerpts 
from an unpublished study by a South- 
ern Baptist minister. 

Under one heading Southern Baptists 
are shown as having practically nothing 
to do with the ecumenical movement of 
recent decades; actually of manifesting 
hostility toward it in some times and 
quarters. This opposition to councils of 
churches and the like has its influence in 
other groups and the charges made by 
some are picked up, unevaluated, and 
given added circulation in other denom- 
inations. 

Extension of Baptist activity into Chi- 
cago—then Canada—and now New York 
City indicates that the Southern Conven- 
tion will not much longer consider itself 
a sectional body but will find that it has 
set boundaries that involve it in nation- 
wide obligations and in situations where 
other kinds of Baptists have long been 
at work. 

In much of its program and attitudes 
(race relations, for instance) the Baptist 
minister who made the study insists that 
Southern or regional patterns are felt to 


*National Council of Churches, 297 4th 
Ave., NYC 10; 10¢ per copy. 


be so distinctive that loyalty to them must 
be maintained. 

It is suggested that Southern Baptists 
have not yet awakened to the industrial 
revolution in the South and that efforts 
are persistently made to stand clear of 
any involvement as between labor and 
management—‘‘avoiding alike the re- 
sponsibility for making decisions and the 
risk of being criticized.” 

Among the conclusions drawn by the 
study are these: 

“In many instances .. . they have sacri- 
fied too dearly their individual freedom 
to the demands of ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion. In too many aspects, the surround- 
ing culture has taken the church captive, 
rather than taking its character from the 
church’s image and imprint. 

“But we can journey through the South 
today and meet there several hundred min- 
isters of Southern Baptist churches who 
are among the most courageous prophets, 
the least pretentious and most creative 
pastors, also the best companions in rec- 
reation, in the world... .” 

This summary of an important study 
might well encourage him that thinketh 
he standeth to take heed lest he fall! 


| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Freedom’s Bridge. It seems that the 
Russians tore down a wooden bridge over 
which Hungarians were fleeing to free- 
dom in Austria. The Arkansas Gazette 
says that some day the Hungarians will 
find another kind of bridge to freedom. 
“It won’t span any watercourse. It won't 
cross a boundary line. And it won’t be 
chopped down by the Russians.” We 
could not refrain from kneeling in prayer 
as we read that. Will not every Presby- 
terian pray for those who are building 
freedom’s bridge for the countless mil- 
lions who live today in political slavery ? 








Poverty. Christian people must face 
the fact that the abundant life includes 
physical wellbeing. ‘Too many millions 
live in constant fear and distress for lack 
of assurance of even such essentials as 
food and raiment. Instead of turning 
guns on Nasser let us ask ourselves as 
Christians what we can do to raise 
Egyptians’ average per capita income 
above $100 per year. Parenthetically, 
one of the Christian aspects of the Ne- 
gro problem in our own rich nation is 
the extreme poverty under which many 
Negro families live. If our discrimina- 
tion against Negroes makes it more diffi- 
cult for Negroes to find good jobs, we 
have something to think about. 


Liberal Arts. Henry Van Dyke said: 
“The boy who learns to see is awakened; 
the boy who learns to read is enriched; 
the boy who learns to think is emanci- 
pated.” This is very fine, but I would 
add: The boy who really learns to know 
God has a high purpose in life and is 
uplifted and inspired by a Power far 
beyond his own. 
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Footnote to Matthew 5:13-16 


CITIZENS OF TWO WORLDS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE CHRISTIAN is a citizen of 

two worlds. This has often been 
said, often denied, but the denials are 
not true. 

The Christian is a citizen of some 
commonwealth on earth, and he is also, 
as Paul said, a citizen of heaven. The 
denials come from two sides. On the 
one hand are those whose motto is ‘“‘One 
world at a time,” as Thoreau put it, who 
abhor “other-worldliness” and who be- 
lieve that a Christian can best demon- 
strate his heavenly relationships by iden- 
tifying himself fully with the problems 
and tasks of this present world. On the 
other hand are those who would have 
Christians renounce this present world 
and all its works and live only in contem- 
plation of the world unseen. 

The truth is still that Christian men 
have duties, allegiances, relationships, 
privileges, in both worlds. The denials 
are easier than the truth, because each 
denial evades the necessity of reconciling 
or combining these two citizenships. Each 
denial is a short-cut to the problem which 
the truth presents, a problem never fully 
solved to everyone’s satisfaction, a prob- 
lem to which the answer is seldom in 
clear black and white, a problem to which 
the right answer is not invariably the 
same. 

But the truth is there all the same. 
The Sermon on the Mount makes this 
clear enough—so clear that there are all 
manner of attempts to by-pass it. Some 
tell us it is idealistic, impossible in prac- 
tice. Some say the Sermon on the Mount 
is for some future time, and has nothing 
to do with Christians of this dispensation. 
Some say it belongs, on the contrary, to 
the past, the time of the Law, and now 
under Grace has been rendered obsolete. 
We of the main-line Christian traditions, 
however, are committed to the belief that 
Jesus said these things seriously, that he 
meant them, that he meant them for there 
and then, and for here and now—for 
human beings at all times and places who 
profess to take him seriously and call 
him Lord. 

No one who could call these teachings 
the rock upon which alone an enduring 
house of life will stand, as Jesus plainly 
did, could conceivably also have thought 
of them as mere temporary makeshifts 
or have intended them to be put into a 
sort of time-capsule for reference and use 
only in some distant era. 


O THE CHRISTIAN, here and now, 
is a citizen of this world and a citizen 
of heaven. His heavenly connection is 
put in terms not of politics but something 
much more intimate: “that you may be- 
come sons of your Father in heaven” 
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(Matt. 5:45). His connection with this 
present earthly world is put in plain 
terms also: ‘You are the light of the world 
. .. the salt of the earth.” The whole 
Sermon on the Mount is the best com- 
mentary and explanation of this. Only 
by way of generalizing, let us venture 
on three suggestions as to how these two 
citizenships are related to each other. 

Let us put the question this way: How 
does a Christian’s citizenship in heaven 
—his sonship to God—affect his citizen- 
ship on earth, his personal present day- 
by-day life and responsibilities and rela- 
tionships? If his citizenship in heaven 
is real, what effect will this have on his 
earthly citizenship? 

1. The child of God will bring to all 
his human relationships a Christian 
character. ‘The kind of person he is 
will be his best contribution to society, 
whatever his place may be. A Korean 
Christian, being asked what function the 
missionary can best fulfil in his country, 
replied that the best contribution the mis- 
sionary can make is in demonstrating 
what Christian character is. A nation 
which for 4,000 years has been under 
some form of totalitarianism, has not de- 
veloped all the qualities that are needed 
for a free and strong people; and the 
missionary, coming from a different en- 
vironment, can do something better than 
preach; he can be. Salt’s best contribu- 
tion to the menu is just to be salty. A 
lamp’s best service is just to be bright. 
The Christian’s this-worldly life is most 
effective through his living-out what he 
is, moral and spiritual salt and light, 
unique and indispensable. 

2. The child of God will not only be 
a citizen of character, this citizenship will 
be critical. He will be able to look at 
this world and its institutions in the light 
of heaven. A doctor trained in America 
may go back to some other country and 
join the medical association there; but 
he will look on hospital procedures, for 
instance, no longer as the local doctors 
do. He will see what is unsanitary and 
dangerous, he will put a stop to practices 
which from the local viewpoint seem to 


be quite harmless. So the citizen of 
heaven will not take for granted every- 
thing that is done around him. An 
American who goes to some backward 
part of the world, say mid-Africa, and 
“goes native,’ has really gone to pieces. 
And a child of God who can live in this 
world without ever seeing anything wrong 
with the ways of the world, has “gone 
native” and thrown away his heavenly 
heritage. 

3. But the citizen of heaven will not 
be content with fault-finding. His earthly 
citizenship will be creative. New pat- 
terns for living will emerge under his 
creative touch. It is seldom that one 
single person does much to transform a 
culture, but it does sometimes happen. 
For instance, it was a Christian minister 
who first introduced the idea of savings 
banks. In America it was a Christian 
layman who began the now universal 
custom of marking merchandise in stores 
with the real price, the same price to 
all. (Before this, buying and selling had 
been the haggling method still in prac- 
tice in most parts of the world, where 
there is no such thing as an honest price 
for a thing, only what the seller can 
squeeze out of the buyer.) More often, 
the creative transformation of institutions 
and of culture takes place through the 
slow influence of generations of Chris- 
tians. For instance, there was at the time 
of Christ no such thing as a Christian 
home. Innumerable such homes do exist 
today; but the changeover did not come 
quickly. It has been a slow develop- 
ment; yet the development has not taken 
place anywhere else but in regions af- 
fected by Christianity. 


HEREVER social change is taking 

place, the Christian should ask 
himself: Which of the competing pat- 
terns is the one in which it is easier to 
be Christian? Which of these patterns 
is more nearly like what the teachings 
of Jesus suggest? When changes have 
been made in the Christian direction, they 
have sometimes been made as it were 
over the dead bodies of Christians who 
confused the patterns of this world with 
the patterns of God’s design; but they 
have been made also through the inspired 
enthusiasm of Christians who like Cal- 
vin, Wilberforce, Lincoln, Woolman, 
Carey, have left some marks of heaven 
upon the life of earth. 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS CALLS FOR UNION 


New York (rNs)—Arthur Judson 
Brown, Presbyterian patriarch who en- 
entered his second century on Dec. 3, 
has one passionate conviction. 

His eyes flashed and his voice rang 
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out as he expressed it in an interview at 
his home here. Dr. Brown at 100 is 
convinced that the time has come for 
Protestant churches to replace “talk” 
about church union with action to achieve 
it. 

“Seventy-one years ago at a General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church I 
attended a session on church union,” he 
said. ‘The conclusion was ‘the time is 
not yet ripe. Unity will come in God’s 
good time. We must be patient.’ 

“Through the years in my pastorates 
and as secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., Lattended 30 or more meetings 
of the General Assembly. Always there 
was a meeting on church union. Always 
the conclusion was the same. Recently 





SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Now Offers Two Great PLUS VALUES— 


VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE for all students and CONTINUED EDUCATION 
for its graduates—The opportunity for maximum fulfillment of natural apti- 
tudes during college and continuing development after graduation. A college 
of liberal arts and sciences of distinguished academic standing. 


For information, write Admissions Counselor, Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis, Tennessee 








QUEENS 


1956-1957 


«+ full accreditation . . 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
Centennial Year 


A hundred years of educating women in the liberal arts . 
. Presbyterian Church affiliation. 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 


COLLEGE 


.. A.B. and B.S. degrees 











Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
z 


@ Founded 1867 

Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty-acre campus, Ath- 
letics. Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, and tuition $895. 


T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 























the perfect guft 


THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION 


At Christmas gifts are given to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus nearly 2000 years ago. Yet how often do 
we choose a gift in keeping with the real meaning 
of Christmas? 

This year you can give the most appropriate gift of 
alli — the Revised Standard Version Bible. 


The RSVB is so clear and powerful, so easy to read 
that it brings new understanding of the ee stories, 














parables and teachings of the Bible. It Is truly @ 
— bon Lo wonderful book to own and to give. 

more << —-| 
1 THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK | 
| 1 North Sixth Street Richmond 19, Va. | 
1 Gentlemen: Please send me the following Revised Standard Version Bibles. 
| Family size A Smaller editions — illustrated | 
—Fiack genuine leather. .$10.00 ——-Black Sturdite ......... $3.50 | 

jaroon buckram ....... 6.00 Bive ClO ..ccccccccces 3.25 
l Special gift Testament illustrated with eight masterpieces .......eee0-e00: $3.95 ; 
| NAME 
| ADDRESS I 
l a ‘ a STATE I 
j ( ) Remittance enclosed ( ) Charge my account } 





the subject was discussed at the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches and just about the same con- 
clusion was reached. 

“Now I feel the time has come for 
someone to cry out: You say the time 
is not yet ripe. The fact is that it has 
been ripe for 50 years. You say you 
want to know the will of God. Lift up 
your eyes. His will is written across the 
skies. Man split the church. Shall man 
now sit down and say it is up to God to 
put the pieces together again? Man 
must act to fulfill God’s will.” 


So All May Read 

Dr. Brown had been speaking of him- 
self as an “old man” whose views could 
hardly interest the public, until he was 
asked how he felt about church union. 

“Write what I have told you in big 
letters,” he cried, tapping the interview- 
er’s knee to emphasize his words. “Write 
it so that all may read.” 

He said the achievement of peace 
through the church had been his “special 
interest” for 42 years and his “predom- 
inate interest” since his retirement in 
1929. 

The centenarian recalled that he was 
one of 29 Protestants, Roman Catholics 
and Jews appointed trustees of the 
Church Peace Union when Andrew Car- 
negie endowed it in 1914. Of the orig- 
inal group, he is the only one still alive. 

Commenting on the world situation, Dr. 
Brown said that while he did not under- 
estimate its gravity he viewed the future 
with “hope and confidence.” 

“T believe the forces of righteousness 
are stronger than the forces of evil,’”’ he 
said. “I believe the forces of righteous- 
ness will ultimately triumph. 

“IT think the most essential thing the 
churches can do now is to support the 
United Nations and President Eisen- 
hower in his determination to work 
through that body in the promotion of 
peace.” 

Sometimes Dr. Brown answered a query 
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by pointing to a shelf of 15 books he has 
written and saying, “It’s all in one of 
those. Ill lend you the book.” 

To some other questions he admitted 
he had answers but would not give them. 

With charm and humor but the utmost 
firmness he opposed all efforts made by 
the reporter—and seconded by his daugh- 
ter, Miss Eleanor Brown—to elicit re- 
plies. He became very deaf. (A hear- 
ing difficulty is his only infirmity.) His 
broad shoulders sagged. 

Finally with a guilty smile like that 
of a mischievious boy he admitted he was 
“saving up” the answers. 

“I am making a speech at the birth- 
day dinner the Church Peace Union is 
giving for me,” he said. . “You are ask- 
ing me about things I want to say then. 
If I tell you, what is the use of making 
the speech?” 

But the venerable minister did not hes- 
itate to state the credo that has sustained 
his life and directed his efforts: “A firm 
unfaltering faith in God as made known 
in Jesus Christ; and the conviction of 
man’s supreme duty to make him known 
and the principles of his gospel applied 
to the problems of human life—both in- 
dividual and social.” 





Grew Up in Michigan 

Dr. Brown was born in New England 
but grew up in Fond du Lac, Mich., 
where his mother moved after his father 
was killed in the Civil War. He attend- 
ed Wabash College and Lane Seminary. 

He was pastor of the First Presbyterian 
churches of Ripon, Wis., Oak Park, Ill. 
and Portland, Ore. From Portland he 
went to the Presbyterian Board of For- 
eign Mission on which he served 34 years 
until his mandatory retirement at 70. 
His wife, Jennie, died 11 years ago. 

Dr. Brown is the oldest living elector 
of New York University’s Hall of Fame 
and the oldest person listed in Who’s 
Who. He said he found out the latter 
fact in a magazine article on the directory. 


Eleanor Powell 

McCall’s Magazine for December 
leads-off with the story of Eleanor Pow- 
ell, of the Beverly Hills, Calif., Presby- 
terian church, telling about her television 
program for children and many good 
works. 
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“Board of Visitors” 
Named for Davidson 


Twenty-six representative leaders in 
American business, civic, educational, 
and church life will serve as charter 
members of a new Board of Visitors for 
Davidson College. 


The purpose of the Board is to promote 
the educational effectiveness and general 
welfare of the 120-year-old, church-re- 
lated college, according to President John 
R. Cunningham. 

The new Board consists of men and 
women who were selected on the basis of 
their interest in Christian liberal arts 
education and their ability to initiate 
ideas and otherwise advise with the pres- 
ident, administrative officials and facul- 
ty of the college. 

Included are: Charles H. Babcock, 
investment broker of Winston-Salem; 
John M. Belk, president of Belk Stores, 
Charlotte; George A. Buttrick, pastor of 
the Memorial Church of Harvard Univer- 
sity; E. Ray Campbell, president of the 
Denver Post; Theodore A. Distler, ex- 
executive director of the Association of 
American Colleges, Washington; Edward 
Dwelle, Jr., realtor, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Also, James J. Harris, Charlotte busi- 
ness executive; Howard Holderness, pres- 


ident of Jefferson Standard Life Insur- 
ance Co., of Greensboro; Karl G. Hud- 
son, general manager of Hudson-Belk, 
Raleigh; Mrs. J. N. Hynson of Scars- 
dale, N. Y.; Mrs. Curtis B. Johnson of 
Charlotte. 

Also, Walter L. Lingle, Jr., executive 
vice-president of the Procter and Gamble 
Co., Cincinnati; E. H. Little, chairman 
of the Board of the Colgate—Palmolive 
Co., New York; C. A. McKnight, editor 
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of the Charlotte Observer; David Ovens, 
department store executive and philan- 
thropist of Charlotte; W. Y. Preyer, Vick 
Chemical Co. executive of Greensboro; 
Thomas L. Robinson, president and pub- 
lisher of the Charlotte News, Charlotte. 
Dean Francis C. Rosecrance of Wayne 
University, Detroit; Dean Rusk, presi- 
dent of the Rockefeller Foundation and 








the General Education Board; Fred N. : 
Thompson, Charlotte contractor; D. El- a 
ton Trueblood, minister and member of a 
the faculty of Earlham College, Rich- we 
mond, Ind.; John F. Watlington, Jr., i 
president of the Wachovia Bank of Win- Epi 
ston-Salem; Mrs. S. Clay Williams, ah 

The luminous rays of the Star Winston-Salem; Margaret C. Woodson, ( 

Mocksville; and Ellis T. Woolfolk, pres- 
of Cethichem reveniod, at the ident of the Mid-South Chemical Corp, | ™ 
birth of the Christ Child, the of Memphis, Tenn. es 
. chu 
dawn of a new era. Since that Clinton Pastor Supported evil 
dawn, centuries have folded é ae : full 
CLINTON, TENN. (RNS) — A white 

into eternity, but the echo of Baptist clergyman who was beaten by a i 
“Peace on Earth, Good Will group of pro-segregationists after he es- 4 
Sige ee corted six Negro students to integrated of | 

/ Toward Men” still rings down Cli . ©. nai eee wil 
Slinton High School said here that Hu 

the years. “clergymen and laymen of every denomi- the 
. nation have given my action moral sup- pai 

May it ever be so for you, port.” Nev 
our friends, and may this Paul Turner, 33, pastor of First Bap- 4 
truly be a blessed Christmas. tist church here, also said that many not 
ministerial associations and councils of stu 

churches in this area had informed him nit 

that they had gone on record as sympa- = 

thizing with the position he took. to 

He added that he had received literally to 

thousands of wires and letters from indi- the 

viduals and groups—both civic and re- = 


ligious—saying that the assault had 
“awakened a national conscience” on the F 
problem of school integration in the Ho 
South. ho 


His own church members, he said, were wi 


/ 1 rR \ SS 
7 “98 per cent in total sympathy with what sh. 
e aang A ge on tio 
I did. 
“In every active church in this area I. 
the large majority feel the same,’’ the 


pastor added. 
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ALL THINGS MADE NEW 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for December 30, 1956 
Revelation 21: 1-8, 22-27 


We come this week to the last of 
our current series of studies on ‘‘Great 
Passages of the Bible.’ Six of these 
passages have been taken from the Old 
Testament, and seven from the New— 
four from the Gospels, two from the 
Epistles of Paul, and one, our present 
lesson, from the Book of Revelation. 

Chapters 21 and 22, which are the 
most familiar and beautiful in the book, 
describe the glories that shall follow the 
church’s final victory over the powers of 
evil, the holy city which comes as the 
fulfillment of human history. 

As Earl L. Douglass has put it: 


“Christianity has a definite philosophy 
of history. It teaches that world events 
will some day come to a consummation. 
Humanity will not just stagger on through 
the ages, characterized by violence and 
pain, only to plunge finally into ruin. The 
New Testament is insistent that at a 
definite time the affairs of this life will 
be wound up, and this termination will 
not be something into which humanity 
stumbles, but something that will defi- 
nitely be brought about under the provi- 
dence of God. Our lesson today deals with 
that fulfillment of history. It is intended 
to encourage the believers of every age 
to raise their eyes from the chaos of a 
world where sin and confusion prevail to 
the perfection of that heavenly order 
which God will eventually usher in.” 

This thought raises a number of ques- 
tions in our mind. When, where, and 
how will the New Jerusalem come? What 
will its characteristics be? Who will 
share in its joys? ‘These are the ques- 
tions that we shall now attempt to answer. 


Il. When, Where, and How Will 
it Come? 


1. Where? Some say on earth and 
some in heaven. The last is the popular 
view in the church, perhaps because these 
beautiful words are read so often at the 
burial of our dead, or perhaps because it 
seems inconceivable that such conditions 
should ever prevail here on earth. And 
yet, as we read the passage carefully, 
the scene does seem very definitely to 
be set here below. John says, “I saw a 
new heaven and new earth.” As Dr. 
Donald W. Richardson points out, the 
word “new” that is used here ‘does not 
mean that the heaven and the earth which 
John saw are now for the first time 
brought into being. They are the old 
heaven and the old earth, but they are 
transformed, they have ‘a new aspect, 
a new character, adapted to a new end.’ 
The old will die and a new will issue 
from its tomb.’ The new heaven in this 
case means a new sky, a new firmament, 
not a new heaven in the same sense in 
which we ordinarily use the word, for 
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that needs no renewal. Furthermore, 
John tells us plainly that this New Je- 
rusalem comes “down out of heaven’’; 
it cannot therefore very well be in 
heaven. 

It is, however, a vision that John sees, 
and Cady H. Allen may be correct when 
he suggests that we should regard it ‘‘as 
a pictorial representation of the ideal 
life toward which the Kingdom of God 
is moving forward, to be progressively 
realized in this world, yet consummated 
only in the next.” That leads us to the 
second question. 

2. How? The consummation of the 
vision, the perfection of the social order, 
according to John, will come not as a 
result of man’s effort, not through the 
natural processes of evolution, but 
through divine intervention. In verse 
two, for example, John sees the Holy 
City, New Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God (cf. also verse 10). 
In verse five he hears the voice of One 
sitting upon the throne say, “Behold I 
make all things new.” But the fact that 
Christians look for a new heaven and a 
new earth to be established through the 
divine agency does not mean that they 
are relieved thereby from doing what 
they can to build a better world, or that 
we cannot progress toward the ideal, or 
that we shall share in the final victory 
if we have not done our part. (See Rev. 
12: 10-11) 

3. When? This is a question which 
no one can answer. The Bible Revelation 
suggests that the new heaven and the new 
earth will come as the consummation of 
human history, after the return of Christ. 
But Jesus said that we could not know 
the exact time, or even the general period 
(Acts 1:8), that he himself did not know, 
that no one knows but the Father (Mt. 
24:36). 


ll. What Are its Characteristics? 

It will, says John, be “a new heaven 
and a new earth’—new, we have seen, 
in the sense of being transformed, new 
in its quality. 

“T saw a new heaven and a new earth,” 
says John, ‘for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away.” Again in 
vs. four he says, “the former things have 
passed away”’—.e., the things which be- 
long to the first heaven and the first 
earth, the whole order of things which 
existed in the first creation are passed 
away. It is a new world which John 
sees, arising from the decay and wreck 
of the old. 

The heart and center of this new uni- 
verse will be the Holy City, the New 


Jerusalem. <A city means that there will 
be not only transformed individuals, but 
also a transformed society. A holy city 
means that all its life and activities will 
be consecrated unto God. But what will 
life be like in this new social order when 
Christ rules over the affairs of men? The 
picture that John gives is not compre- 
hensive, but suggestive. It includes at 
least three fundamental thoughts: 

I. Fellowship with God. When God’s 
ideal has been realized, says John, men 
will live in perfect harmony with God. 
There will be complete and perfect fel- 
lowship. This is suggested by the figure 
of the bride (21:2, 9) and the son 
(21:7). Personal relationships at their 
highest and best are symbols, metaphors 
that suggest something of the rich fel- 
lowship that men will then hold with 
God. The idea is developed more fully 
in 21:3, 22; 22:3-4. ‘Behold the dwell- 
ing of God is with men. He will dwell 
with them and they shall be his people 
and God himself will be with them... .” 

In the Greek it is his “peoples” not 
one people, the Chosen people or any 
other, but the many peoples—denomina- 
tions, nationalities, races—of redeemed 
humanity. 

“And I saw no temple in the city, for 
its temple is the Lord God the Almighty 
and the Lamb. . . . His servants shall 
worship him; they shall see his face and 
his name shall be on their foreheads.” 

It may seem strange to us at first that 
John envisages a city without a temple— 
without a church building, we should say. 
But the temple is only a symbol—a sym- 
bol of God’s presence, a place where one 
hopes through worship to meet with God. 
And in the New Jerusalem God will be 
present—not in symbol but in reality. 
“Its temple is the Lord God, the Almighty 
and the Lamb.” As Dr. Douglass has 
said, there shall be no temple or churches 
in the New Jerusalem because “religion 
and life will not be separated . . . wher- 
ever men are, and in whatever they do 
they will be serving God and worshipping 
him. There will be no shrines because 
every place will be a shrine. There will 
be nothing designated as holy because all 
things will be holy. This is the heavenly 
ideal—the whole of life sanctified and 
dedicated to God.” 

Can men worship God today if they do 
not seek to serve him in their daily life? 
Can men continue to worship God or to 
serve him, in this present world if they 
abandon the worship of the sanctuary? 

The same thought is found again in 
22:3-4: “The throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it and his servants shall 
worship him; they shall see his face.” 
“Moses, the man of God, begged that he 
might be allowed to see the glory of 
Jehovah but he was permitted to catch 
only a fleeting and partial glimpse of the 
divine radiance (Ex. 33:12-23). What 
was forbidden to even the great prophets 
of history is the daily experience of all 


13 








the citizens of New Jerusalem—to ‘see 
his face.’ An intimacy between God and 
man hitherto impossible is now to be 
constantly enjoyed” (Allen: The Mes- 
sage of the Book of Revelation, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Press). All the barriers 
that separate God and men in our present 
life have been removed. Fellowship is 
complete. 

This perfect fellowship with God 
really includes the next two points in 
John’s picture. 

II. The End of All Evil. “The sea 
was no more.”’ ‘This item may surprise 
those of us who love the ocean in all its 
varied moods. But John’s words are to 
be taken not literally, but symbolically. 
The Jews did not like the water at any 
time; for John, exiled on Patmos, the 
sea meant isolation, separation from his 
loved ones, and loneliness. There shall 
be room for none of these in the world 
which is to come. 

And there shall be no more sorrow— 
old sorrows shall be forgotten, and noth- 
ing else shall arise to give one pain 
(21:4). Of course that involves no more 
sin (21:8, 27). Both are included per- 
haps in 22:3—no more curse. And no 
more night (20:25; 21:5). 

These are all negatives, but meaning- 
ful negatives. No words have brought 
more comfort to sorrowing hearts. No 
goals seems more desirable. No more 
sorrow, nO more sin, no more curse, no 
more night. 

What are some of the things which will 
have to be eradicated if that goal is to 
be achieved, if we are to make any meas- 
urable progress in the right direction? 
Can we afford to sit down with folded 
hands and wait because the promise has 
been given ? 

III. The Fulfillment of All Good. 
It is easier to describe the evils which 
will be eliminated in the perfect society 
than it is to describe the goods which are 
to be enjoyed. John falls back on ima- 
gery, which only the dull and unim- 
aginative would interpret in exact and 
literal fashion. Thus the measurements 
of the city. No one thinks there will be 
a city 1,500 miles in length and breadth 
and height. The figure of the cube in- 
dicates perfection. And so with the jas- 
per walls, the pearly gates and the golden 
streets. They describe poetically, not 
photographically, the glory and_ the 
beauty and the splendor of the new heav- 
ens and the new earth—all that one’s 
heart could desire. But there are four 
elements which call for further comment. 

(1) Life. In 21:6 we hear God’s 
voice: “To the thirsty I will give water 
without price from the fountain of the 
water of life.” In 22:1-2 we have the 
familiar picture of the river of water 
of life, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb; and on this side 
of the river and on that side the tree 
of life. Without going into particulars 
these figures suggest that we shall have 


14 


in the world to come not only eternal 
life, unending life, but also abounding 
life, all that is needed to make life 
complete and full; satisfaction of all of 
one’s yearnings and desires. The leaves 
of the trees will heal the scars caused by 
suffering or by sin and bring ample re- 
compense for all previous hardships. 

(2) Light. John speaks much of the 
light to be found in the heavenly city. 
In 21:11 it is likened unto a precious 
stone. In 21:23, we read: “And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to 
shine upon it, for the glory of God is its 
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its 
light shall the nations walk.” And in 
22:5, “And night shall be no more; 
they need no light of lamp or sun, for 
the Lord will be their light.” Light 
is probably used here as a symbol of the 
truth. The light of God’s truth shall 
illumine every mind, all that obscures 
vision, or is an imperfect representation 
of the truth, shall be done away. 

(3) Glory. In 21:22 John has indi- 
cated that the city has no need of a 
material temple since it is pervaded by 
the presence of God. In vs. 23 he men- 
tions a further distinction of the Holy 
City—it needs no created light, since it 
has the light of the divine presence. The 
Divine glory, that is, the full manifes- 
tation of the Divine love is the sun of 
the new order. “By its light,” John 
continues, “shall the nations walk... .” 

“No such world-wide influence was ever 
the lot of the older Jerusalem,’ Swete 
reminds us. “Rome’s light (such as it 
was) had gone out over much of the 
world, but ‘was in the end to go out in 
darkness, as the seer foresaw. The church 
alone possesses an unfailing source of 
illumination, which radiates far beyond 
her borders. Nations not yet Christian, or 
Christian chiefly in name, reap the benefit 
of Christian opinion and Christian stand- 
ards of life. Whatever there is in modern 
life which promises amelioration of social 
evils is probably to be ascribed to the 
influence, direct or indirect of a dominant 
Christianity, even where that influence is 
most stoutly denied. On the other hand, 
Christianity derives certain advantages 
from contact with the world’... .” (The 
Apocalypse of John, Macmillan Co.) 


As John puts it, “The kings of the 
earth shall bring their glory into it; and 
its gates shall never be shut by day— 
and there shall be no night there.”” There 
will be no night because the sun of the 
divine presence will never set. The gates 
of the New Jerusalem will stand open 
through the Eternal Day to permit free- 
dom of ingress and egress. 

“As Rome in her time attracted the 
merchandise of the world (18:1ff), so in 
days to come all that is best in human 
life will flow into the city of God. The 
Seer foresees the consecration to the serv- 
ice of Christ, in the coming centuries. of 
art, literature, and science, of national 
character and power, of social and civic 
life.” (Swete) 

(4) Service. ‘His servants shall serve 
him, and they shall see his face, and his 
name shall be on their foreheads and they 
shall reign forever and ever 


” 


(2223, 


ARV). There is a familar story of a 
monk who in his early life, after having 
studied this book with some companions, 
was asked by his teacher which promise 
in the book seemed to him the most at- 
tractive. He answered, ‘His servants 
shall serve him.” Many of us are grate- 
ful that we can look forward not to a 
place of everlasting idleness, but to a 
place of continued usefulness. As Dr. 
Richardson has written: 

“In the future world, man’s purified 
powers and capacities will be expressed 
in fuller service, free from all the labor- 
ious elements that make work in this 
world so often a thing of toil and pain. 
One of the chief joys of heaven will be 
the joy of loving service.” 

Serving Christ, we shall participate 
in his authority and sway. And so “they 
shall reign forever and ever.”’ 

This was the victory that was prom- 
ised to the Christians of the first century 
as they faced persecution, tribulation and 
martyrdom. And this is the victory held 
out to us as we still carry on “the strug- 
gle against sin and _ unrighteousness, 
against ignorance and poverty, against 
irreligion and secularism, against class 
hatred and intolerant nationalism, against 
war and exploitation and all the hosts 
of darkness. Sin banished, evil over- 
thrown, death abolished, man living in 
unbroken fellowship with God and en- 
joving all the spiritual blessings this 
companionship brings, Christ ruling in 
sovereign supremacy and his principles 
controlling the motives of men = 
(Allen). And that brings us to our final 
question : 


Ill. Who Will Share its Joys? 

Not everyone will enjoy the blessings 
of the New Jerusalem. Some of those 
who are excluded are named in 21:8, 27. 
These lists are influenced by conditions 
existing in John’s own time, particularly 
the time of stress and strain just ahead. 
Thus the fearful are the craven, the 
cowards who would deny Christ to save 
their own lives; the unbelieving are the 
faithless in the time of trial. 

The lot of the excluded, says the Seer, 
“shall be in the lake that burns with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death.” The fire burns perpetually, but 
whether its function “‘is to destroy or to 
punish or to purify is not with the scope 
of the revelation entrusted to the seer” 
(Swete). 

Those who are admitted to the Holy 
City are the thirsty (21:6); those who 
conquer (21:7), those who can be called 
his servants (22:3). 

And yet John does not set any narrow 
tests for admission. The city, he tells 
us, is foursquare, and on each side there 
are three gates (21:13-16). This is a 
plain indication that the city can be 
entered from different sides and in diff- 
erent ways. “It is not required of those 
who enter that they should be limited to 
one language or race or point-of-view.” 
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CHANGES 

George Garrison Horn, of the First 
church, Freehold, N. J., has been elected 
dean and professor of practical theology 
of Bloomfield (N. J.) Seminary. He will 
begin his new work Feb. 1. 

Arthur R. McKay, Binghampton, N. Y., 
pastor, has been named president of Mc- 
Cormick Seminary (see page 3). 

C. Irving Lewis, Tabb Street church, 
Petersburg, Va., has accepted a call to 
the First church, Goldsboro, N. C., effec- 
tive Jan. 1. 

James B. MacLeod from N. Wilkesboro, 
N. C., to Bon Air, Va., Jan. 1. 

Frank Boyd from Iberia, Ohio, to Rt. 3, 
Box 55, Bowling Green, Ohio. 

Irwin F. Hayenga from George, Iowa, 
to Woden, Iowa, Jan. 1. 

Harold D. Hayward from Matthews, 
N. C., to the Northville and Bachellorville 
churches, Northville, N. Y. 

Charles E. Cathey from Clarksville, 
Ark., to 2218 S. U Street, Ft. Smith, Ark. 

Gaston Boyle from Pine Hall, N. C., to 
Danbury, N. C. 

Hugh Smith from Capon Ridge, W. Va., 
to 104 Prospect St., Covington, Va. 

J. M. Looney from Jackson, Tenn., to 
Rt. 3, Oxford, Miss. 

George L. Tappan, Ross Memorial 
church, Binghampton, N. Y., will retire 
Dec. 31. 

Michele Frasca will retire Dec. 31 as 
pastor of the Bonner Memorial church, 
Endicott, N. Y. 

James Coad, Sr., Dade City, Fla., will 
be retired Dec. 31. 

Ralph R. Scott has been granted re- 
tirement status after serving the Safety 
Harbor, Fla., church. 

Eugene E. Wood, formerly of McAllen, 
Texas, has become pastor of Westmins- 
ter church, Corsicana, Texas, 1238 W. 
3rd Ave. 


DEATHS 

George Titus Berry, 92, 
Mass., died in Boston Nov. 16. From 1904 
to 1929 he was field secretary of the 
American McAll Association, an interna- 
tional missionary organization and sup- 
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porting society in America of La Mission 
Populaire Evangelique de France. 

Mrs. Vernon S. (Bena Varden) Broyles, 
wife of the pastor of the North Avenue 
church, Atlanta, Ga., died there Dec. 3 
following a long illness. In addition to 
her husband, she is survived by three 
children. 

Mrs. Lyman M. (Dorothea Gates) Mal- 
lard, widely known Presbyterian, U. S., 
leader in children’s work, died in Tampa, 
Fla., Nov. 27. 

William E. Vanderbilt, 86, died sudden- 
ly Nov. 29 on the train en route from his 
home in Pasadena, Calif., to Wooster, 
Ohio. He was accompanying the body of 
his late wife to Wooster for burial. Dr. 
Vanderbilt was a missionary to Mexico 
and Colombia for many years. Mrs. Van- 
derbilt died Nov. 26. 


SPEAKERS 

Charles T. Leber, New York, and Se- 
ward Hiltner, Chicago, will be among 
the speakers during Ministers’ Week at 
Emory University Jan. 14-18. 


CUBAN CITATION 

Edward A. Odell, retired leader of Pres- 
byterian work in the West Indies, has be- 
come the first Presbyterian churchman 
to receive from the Cuban government 
the grade of Grand Official in the Order 
of Carlos Manuel de Cespedes, recogniz- 
ing his leadership in organizing the 
Evangelical Seminary in Matanzas, Cuba. 


MISSIONARIES 

Furloughs: From Brazil: Elisa Gon- 
zales, Falfurrias, Texas; Vivian Hodges, 
Tampa, Fla.; Nancy Boyd, Pineville, N. 
C.; Gertrude Mason, Memphis, Tenn., and 
Madison, N. C. 

From Mexico: Florence Nickles, Green- 
ville, S. C.; Helen Pemberton, Tampa, 
Fla. 

From Korea: The Ernest Pettis family 
(Jan. 3), Ellisville, Miss., and Conyers, 
Ga. 

From Taiwan: Margaret Sells, Johnson 
City, Tenn. 

Returns from furlough: To Korea 
Louise Miller; To Mexico: Sara Dixon; 
To the Belgian Congo: Elizabeth Temple- 
ton. 


I. M. C. 

George W. Carpenter has succeeded 
John W. Decker, retired, as secretary of 
the International Missionary Council. Dr. 
Carpenter was formerly executive sec- 
retary of the Africa Committee of the 
division of foreign missions of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 
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